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The role of exceptional divisors
in resolution of singularities

The exceptional divisors of a resolution of singularities for
an algebraic variety X provide crucial information on the
geometry of X that is hidden in the singularities. In this talk
we explain why it is necessary to take the exceptional
divisors into account when constructing a f nite sequence
of blowing ups resolving the singularities. In particular, we
present new ideas of how to detect the exceptional
divisors that are in "bad position" with respect to a
potential center for blowing up.
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